Joy Robbers
 Text: Psalm 51:7-13
 Introduction:
o Joy is not dependent on the circumstances.
 Paul wrote, "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice."
(Philippians 4:4)
o Joy is internal and comes from the Lord; happiness is external and
results from happenings.
o Philippians 4:4 was penned by the Apostle Paul.
 He wasn't in some great church preaching when he said these words,
nor was he leading a great revival in some town.
 He wasn't sharing a testimony with some other Christians at a
reunion.
 He was prisoner serving time for preaching about the Jesus Who had
allowed him to be cast into prison!
o Circumstances could not provide joy for Paul, only Jesus could.
 Paul had lost most everything, but he still had Jesus!
 Circumstances did not give Paul his joy; circumstances could not take
his joy from him!
o Joy is manifested in the Spirit-filled believer, because joy is part of the
fruit of the Holy Spirit.
 See Galatians 5:22-23
o Paul wrote – See Ephesians 5:18-19.
 When a Christian is Holy Spirit-filled, the joy of the Lord is manifested
in his life to others as well.
o The very first evidence of being Spirit-filled is the characteristic of joy!
 You can have a certain amount of happiness without the Holy Spirit's
fullness, but you cannot have the joy of the Lord without it!
 Just because a Christian has the Spirit of God dwelling in him doesn't
mean he will always be filled with joy.
 As our text indicates, joy can be lost – See Psalm 51:11-12.
o Obviously, there are things that can steal joy from our lives.
 In this message, I wish to address that issue.
 Since joy is produced by the Holy Spirit in the life of the growing
Christian, the only thing that can rob that joy from him is that which
displeases the Holy Spirit.
 1. Sin and rebellion will steal your joy. - Psalm 51:12
o The man whom God used to pen the majority of the book of Psalms is the
same man now writing in Psalm 51 that he had lost his joy.
 Listen to his words in Psalm 51:1-2 – Read.
o David had committed a terrible sin; and in so doing, he lost his joy.
 Not only had he committed this sin with Bathsheba, but he had also
caused an innocent man to die.
 Read Psalm 51:14.
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o There are many verses in the Bible which deal directly with a Christian's
willful sin.
 See Hebrews 10:26-27
 2. Quenching the Holy Spirit will steal your joy. - 1 Thessalonians 5:19
o In that joy is produced by the Holy Spirit, when a Christian quenches
Him, he will lose his joy.
 To quench the Holy Spirit means to stifle Him or hold Him back from
doing what He wants to do.
o People today may think they cannot stop the Holy Spirit from doing
anything, but the Bible speaks otherwise in that we are commanded not
to quench Him.
o The very next verse speaks about preaching and how we should not
despise it.
 See 1 Thessalonians 5:20
o I believe the Spirit is quenched when we think little of the preaching of
the Word of God.
 How important is preaching to you?
 3. Grieving the Holy Spirit will steal your joy. - Ephesians 4:30
o Once again, in that joy is produced by the Holy Spirit, when a Christian
grieves Him, he will lose his joy.
 To grieve Him means to hurt Him or cause Him grief.
o People today may think they cannot grieve or hurt any member of the
trinity; but, once again, the Bible speaks otherwise in that we are
commanded not to grieve Him.
 Again, this verse is connected with some specific sins.
 Those sins have to do with how we treat other Christians and get
along with them – See Ephesians 4:31-32.
o When God's people do not get along with God's people, the Spirit of God
is quenched.
 From personal experience, I do not believe I've ever met a Christian
who practiced these sins who had the joy of the Lord in his life.
 Conclusion:
o I've only mentioned three things in particular concerning a Christian
losing his joy.
 If you've lost your joy, how can you get it back?
o Confess your sin, for sin removes your joy, "If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9)
o Count your blessings, "Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with
benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah." (Psalms 68:19)
o Again, in the New Testament, 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, "In every thing
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."
o Consider trials as a source of building joy, "My brethren, count it all
joy when ye fall into divers temptations." (James 1:2)
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As odd as this sounds, a person can have joy in trial if he will let the
trial work in his life that which God is wanting to accomplish.
When the Holy Spirit convicts you about something, you need to confess
it right then and not wait.
 Keep a short sin account.
 Unconfessed sin will steal your joy.
Whatever it is that is keeping you away from God is the thing that is
stealing your joy.
 With David, it was his unconfessed sin with Bathsheba.
You get the joy back by going back to the place you lost it or left it for
something else.
 What you thought would bring you joy did not work.
 What you traded it for is long gone
 You can get the joy back once again by clearing the air between you
and God.
"Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation..." was the cry of the repentant
Psalmist.
What is your cry today?
Changed Life
Repentance: a change of mind; a new mind about God.
Conversion: a change of life; a new life for God.
Regeneration: a change of nature; a new heart for God.
Justification: a change of state; a new standing with God.
Adoption: a change of family; a new relationship to God.
Sanctification: a change of service; a separation unto God.
Glorification: a change of place; a new situation with God.
 D. L. Moody
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