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Caleb, the Man Who Followed God 

 Introduction: 

o The children of Israel had been delivered from Egypt.  

 They had been fed by God.  

 Now they were ready for the real blessing of God.  

 In Numbers 13:2 God said, “Send thou men, that they may search 

the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every 

tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among 

them.” 

o Moses was to call out rulers from each tribe and send them to look at the 

land that God had presented to the children of Israel.  

 It was in doing this job that God commended Caleb and said of him, 

in Numbers14:24, “But my servant Caleb, because he had another 

spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the 

land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.” 

 I.  Caleb's position never kept him from serving. 

o See Numbers 13:2-3. 

o Caleb was a ruler and could have said that he had a previous 

engagement, previous duties, etc., but he went out to do the work that 

God had spoken. 

 II.  Caleb was able to work with other people. 

o .In Number 13, verse 2, God said, "Pick out a man."  

o Then in verse 3 He said, "Send them...."  
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o So it had to be someone who had the ability to work with other people. 

 III.  Caleb was willing to listen to his leader. 

o Notice in Numbers 13:3 that Moses "sent them." 

o God spoke to Moses;  

 Moses sent the rulers.  

 The men who went to spy out the land had to take the orders from 

their leader.  

 God did not choose to speak directly to then. 

 IV.  Caleb was willing to follow the leadership of a man who had  made 

mistakes and would continue to make mistakes. 

 Check some of the things that Moses had done that could have been 

deemed as improper.  

o In his past life he had been guilty of murder.  

 See Exodus 2:11-15. 

o In Exodus 4 he argued with God; he didn't want the job in the first place. 

 See Exodus 4:10-15. 

o In Numbers 20 he lost his temper keep him from entering the Promise 

Land. 

 See Numbers 20:7-13 

 V.  Caleb was willing to be instantly obedient. 

o See Numbers 13:17-21. 

o In Numbers 13:17-20 Moses gave orders to the rulers.  
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 Verse 21 begins with the words, "So they went up, and searched the 

land."  

 Immediately they went, without any discussion. 

 VI.  Caleb was willing to fight for the fruit that God gave. 

o See Number 13:24-30. 

o These verses describe the fruit that the spies brought back from the 

Promised Land and also the murmuring of the people saying, "The fruit is 

wonderful, but we can't overcome the opposition." 

 Verse 30 begins with the words, "And Caleb stilled the people," 

indicating that it took some effort to do it.  

 He was willing to fight to see more fruit from the Promised Land. 

 VII.  Caleb was willing to be in the minority. 

o Caleb and Joshua were the only two who were willing to stand and say, 

"God gave it to us; we can take it!"  

o They were also the only ones who said the Promised Land was good. 

 VIII.  Caleb was not a vindictive man. 

o See Number 13:31-33.  

o In Numbers 13:31-33 the rulers gave to the children of Israel an 

exaggerated description of the opposition.  

 Caleb could have stood before them and waved his finger and said, 

"You're a bunch of liars! It's not that way, and you're not right with 

God!"  
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 Rather than spend his time arguing with the rulers, he simply said, 

"Let's go take the land."  

 The best way to prove your point is to do what needs to be done. 

 IX.  He was willing to get involved. 

o See Numbers 14:1-9 

o However, Caleb was willing to stand and say, "No, this is not right."  

 If he were like some modern-day Baptists, he would have sat at home 

and said, "I don't want to get involved in this thing." 

 X.  He was wiling to trust God's protection. 

o See Number 14:10. 

o The congregation started to stone them.  

 We find no description of Caleb fighting back, but we do find where 

the Shekinah Glory appeared in the tabernacle and protected Caleb. 

 XI.  He was willing to support one who was his equal. 

o See Joshua 14:6 

o The children of Israel came to Joshua, when Moses died.  

 Joshua was chosen to be the leader of the children of Israel.  

 Now when it came time for the promises of God to be fulfilled, the 

children of Israel came unto Joshua in Gilgal and Caleb came with 

them.  

 Caleb could have said, "I have just as much right as do you to go into 

the presence of God and to ask for these things," but he was willing to 

take a back seat.  
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 You recall that both he and Joshua brought a good report from the 

Promised Land.  

 When God chose to put His hand on Joshua to lead the children of 

Israel, we find no place where it bothered the sweet spirit of Caleb. 

 XII.  He was a patient man. 

o See Joshua 14:9-10 

o "Moses had promised that the land would be given to me," said Caleb.  

 In verse 10 he said, {Now that was 45 years ago."  

 How many of us would wait 45 years for a promise of God to be 

consummated? 

 XIII.  He served when he was an old man. 

o See Joshua 14:10 

o Caleb said, "I am this day fourscore and five years old."  

 This was after the time of man living to great ages, and in this place 

this man was 85 years old.  

 He was still serving the Lord with the same strength as he served with 

when he was a child. 

 XIV.  He gave his daughter to the man who won Kirjath Sepher. 

o See Joshua 15:16 

o He said, "The power of God will have to be on the man who Marries my 

daughter."  

 He was not impressed by any potential suitor's looks, strength, 

intelligence, or fortune.  
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 He wanted a son-in-law who could get hold of God. 

 CONCLUSION: 

o If God was willing to bless Caleb and to say that he had followed Him 

fully, an unchanging God expects the same service from His people 

today.  

o Let us "follow the Lord fully." 


