“Lordship”
· Text:
Philippians 2:5-11
· Intro:

· We see from the passage that before you can go up that you first must go down.

· Jesus is our example in the passage.

· Jesus left his home in glory and came down to a sin sick world.

· He humbled himself took on the form of a man.

· He was obedient and submitted to the Father’s will for his life.

· He endured the cross.

· He was crucified.

· He shed his sinless precious blood.

· He died on the cross.

· He did all of this to save mankind.

· As a result of his going down, humbling himself, being obedient and being submitted to the Father’s will.

· We see in the same passage his going up, his exaltation.

· God, the Father has highly exalted Him above everything and everyone else.

· It is the same way for the Christian, if he goes down now and suffers for Christ then someday he will go up be exalted.

· See 2 Timothy 2:12
· However, that is not my focus this morning.

· My focus is on verses 10-11.

· Read vs. 10-11.
· Christians sometimes like to get on their high horse apply these verses to the unsaved, wicked sinner past, present, and future who will someday bend their knee and confess Christ as Lord.
· After all Jesus Christ is the “Lord of glory” and “the LORD of LORDS.”

· Someday the devil and his fallen angels will bow the knee before Christ and confession Jesus as Lord.

· Someday men like Adolph Hitler, Al Capone, Alexander the Great, Napoleon, John F. Kennedy, all the Roman Catholic Popes, Mohammed, Confucius, Buddha, Joseph Smith, Albert Einstein, every false religious leader, every so called captain of industry, every political leader, military leader and educational leader shall someday shall bow their knee before Jesus and confess Him as Lord.

· However, I believe that these verses also apply to the Christian.
· Most Christians has a lordship problem.

· That is what I want to speak on this morning, “The Lordship of Jesus Christ in the Christian’s life.”

· I believe most Christians struggle with making Jesus Christ as Lord of their life.

· By Lord of their life, I mean the “Supreme Authority” of their.

· The one that rules on the throne of their heart.

· You know that there are some that teach in order to be saved an individual has to accept Jesus Christ as their personal saviour and make him Lord of their life.

· If that was the case then not to many folks would be saved.

· The scriptures say that person is saved by receiving Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour by faith into their heart.

· Believing that Christ died for their sins, was buried and rose again the third day to pay for their sins and keep them from going to the lake of fire
· You see the scriptures tell us that Jesus Christ is to have the number # 1 place in our hearts.
· Notice what the first and greatest commandment is:

· Mark 12:28-30
· Mt. 22:36-38
· Notice what the Christian is told to seek first.

· Mt. 6:33
· Notice what Christ admonished the church at Ephesus for doing.
· Rev. 2:4 – “left they first love” = the Lord Jesus Christ.
· This shows us a church collectively can have a lordship problem.

· Today, a lot of churches do have a lordship problem.

· Their focus is no longer Christ but nickel and noses.
· Colossians 1:18, tells us that Christ is to have the “preeminence” in all things.

· Preeminence = precedence, priority of place; superiority in rank or dignity.
· The thing to remember if “Jesus is not Lord of all then He is not Lord at all.”

· I believe if you are struggling in any area of your Christian walk then it all boils down to a lordship problem.

· Jesus is not Lord over all areas of our life.

· Let’s look at some things:

· If you are not in church when the doors are open except if you are providentially hindered.

· Then you have a lordship problem.

· Whatever keeps you out of church then that is your lord.

· If you don’t tithe to your local church, support missionaries, and try to meet the needs of others.

· Then you have a lordship problem.

· What or whoever you give your money to instead of the church then that is your lord.

· The reason you don’t pray like you should is because

· You have a lordship problem.

· The reason some Christians enjoy fellowshipping with the lost or unruly Christians is because they have a fellowship problem.

· The reason you spend more time watching television or listening to the radio then reading & studying your Bible is because you have a lordship problem.

· The person who church hops and doesn’t join a church like the Lord would have them to it is because they have a Lordship problem.

· The person who comes to church dressed like they are going to the beach or for a day in the park have a lordship problem.

· The reason a person after being saved will not submit to believer’s baptism is because they have a lordship problem.

· The reason Christians have troubled marriage is because they have a lordship problem.

· Christian young people I would not got out with another Christian or marry them unless Jesus was Lord of their life.

· The reason Christians are having financial problems is because they have a lordship problem.

· If Jesus was lord over your finances then would not be having problems.

· The reason parents are having problems with their children is because of lordship problem.

· Jesus is not lord over the family like he should be.

· Biblical principles are not being followed to raise the kids.

· The reason Christians are critical of their pastor is because they have a lordship problem.

· The reason Christians have problems with other Christians and can’t get along is because of a lordship problem.

· Church splits happen all the time and reason being is that some of members had a lordship problem.

· Many of you probably can quote the 23rd Psalm.

· It starts out, “The LORD is my shepherd;…”
· Can you really say “the Lord is my shepherd”

· A shepherd is someone you follow.

· If Jesus Christ is not Lord of your life then you are not following Him.

· Conclusion:
· My friend if you are here day and claimed to be saved.

· Can you honestly say that Jesus Christ is Lord of your life?

· He wants to be.

· He wants to sit upon the throne of your heart.

· He wants to have the preeminence in all things.

· Won’t you let him do just that?

· Come to this old fashion altar and tell Jesus Christ that you want to make Him Lord of your life.

· Ask Him to help you do it!

· He will.

· My friend if you are here today and not saved.

· Are not 100% sure when you die that you will go heaven.

· Are not claiming the shed blood of the sinless Saviour to pay for your sins and save you from going to a sinner’s hell.
· Then you need to be saved?

· Won’t you be saved today?
· The Bible says to be saved one must call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to save them.

· The reason you are to call upon the name of the Lord is because He is the only one with the supreme authority to save you.

· Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

· Won’t you come to this old fashion altar and call upon His name and be saved to today!
