THREE CHRISTMAS SERMONS

· Text:

Luke 2:1‑20

· Intro:
· The holiday season is, for many people, one of the most depressing times of the year.

· In fact, the suicide rate is higher between Thanksgiving and New Years than at any other time during the year.

· It is easy to get so caught up in the preparations and the festivities and even the pain we may feel in our hearts during the holidays that we forget the real meaning of the season.

· It isn't about gifts and trees and decorations.

· It isn't even about families and parties and fun.
· It certainly isn't about Santa Claus and elves and reindeer.
· It is all about Jesus and all about Him alone!
· So for just a few minutes today let's leave our world behind and visit once again the little town of Bethlehem.
· Let's let Jesus transform our Christmas.
· The night God became flesh and walked among men ranks as one of the greatest days in human history.

· It was a night of tremendous miracles and great blessings.

· It was the night when God moved into the world to live and eventually to die.
· Though this story is 2,000 years old, it is still as fresh to me as if this were the first time I had ever heard it.

· Let's visit Bethlehem again this morning and notice that as Mary delivered Jesus into this world, there were some Christmas Sermons being delivered also.

· I.  THE HEAVENLY CHOIR – v. 10-14
· (Delivered a Sermon of Peace)
· That Sermon of Peace was a:
· A.  v.10a  A Soothing Message – Fear Not
· Just as the angel here told the shepherds Fear Not so he had given the same message previously to others.
· To Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist prior to his born in Luke 1:13, “But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.”
· To Mary prior to the birth of Jesus in Luke 1:30, “And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.”
· To Joseph prior to the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1:20, “But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”

· You see my friend Jesus removes fear!

· If you are saved then you need not fear ‑ Death, Hell, Satan, Life, etc.

· Only thing you need to fear according to the word of God is God.

· That Sermon of Peace was a:
· B. v.10b‑11  A Salvation Message – 
· 1.  Good tidings (News), great joy, to all people (Universal), unto you (Personal).

· 2.  Threefold titles given to Jesus:

· a.  Saviour ‑ Deliverer; Pictures Him as the sacrifice. 

· b.  Christ ‑ The Son of God.  

· Pictures Him as the fulfilment of all the promises!

· c.  Lord ‑ Sovereign God!

· The One to be served, worshiped and adored!

· God did not sent a Soldier, a Judge, or a Reformer – 

· He sent a Saviour – 

· He met our deepest need! 

· My friend Do you know Him?

· I don’t mean do you know of Him.

· I mean to you know Him, have personal relationship with Him.

· Is He your Saviour.

· Are you trusting in Him alone and His blood sacrifice at Calvary to forgive you of your sins and take you to Heaven some day?

· That Sermon of Peace was a:
· C. v.12  A Showing Message – 

· Pointed the way to Jesus.  

· God's Word points the way, even now.

· God doesn’t use angels today to point the way to Jesus.

· God uses His Word and His Saints to point the lost to Jesus.

· When we encounter someone who needs the way pointed out to them and we do, then we are doing the work the angels did that night.

· The angel said that the Saviour was born in the City of David or Bethlehem

· Bethlehem means House of Bread
· It was an appropriate place for the Bread of Life to be born!

· That Sermon of Peace was a:
· D. v.13‑14  A Shouting Message – 

· The angels praised their Creator! 

· Notice according to word of God to have peace on this earth and good will toward men, glory first must be given to God.

· You see for six thousand years man has been trying on his own to bring peace on this earth and good will toward men.

· He has failed miserably because he refuses to give glory to God.

· Instead man continues to give glory to himself and his so called accomplishments.

· He keeps on trying to bring peace to this earth and good will towards men through such ungodly devices as the United Nations.

· Man needs to turn heavenward instead of earthward to find true peace.

· Jesus came to give man peace with God and peace within.
· Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 
· John 14:27, Jesus said – “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

· See Phil. 4:6-7.
· The peace that Jesus’ bring is enough to praise Him for, forever!

· I.  The Heavenly Choir - Delivered a Sermon of Peace
· II. THE HUMBLE SHEPHERDS – v. 15-20
· (Delivered a Sermon of Praise)
· The shepherds were considered to be social outcasts.

· Their duties made them unclean and the fact that they were unable to come to the Temple for up to weeks at a time 

· This resulted in preventing them from getting clean.

· Praise God, that's the crowd He came for
· Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

· The shepherds were probably the men who raised the lambs for the temple sacrifices, it is appropriate that they would be the first men to meet the Lamb of God!

· That Sermon of Praise was a:
· A. v.15‑16  A Message Of Obedience – 

· They followed the message they received.  

· Men need to heed the message of the Heavens!

· Remember, the woman at the well when heard the words of Jesus she left her water pot and ran into town –
· She told those in the town, “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?” ‑ John 4:29.
· Have you obeyed the Gospel? 

· Have you received Jesus as your Savior?

· That Sermon of Praise was a:
· B. v.17‑18  A Message Of Opportunity – 

· They spread the word about Jesus!  

· What an example for all Christians!  

· Resolve to tell others about Jesus!

· That Sermon of Praise was a:
· C. v.20  An Overwhelming Message – 

· As these men returned to their sheep, notice that their circumstances had not changed.  

· They were still shepherds, still outcasts and still in the field.  

· While their circumstances had not changed, their hearts had!

· These men returned with hearts full of praise for the Lord.  

· What a difference Jesus makes!  

· If you know Him, remember that your situation may be bad, but your God is Great!  

· Praise Him in problems and the Lord will honor that.  

· Remember a better day waits – 
· The Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans 8:18, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

· I.  The Heavenly Choir - Delivered a Sermon of Peace
· II.  The Humble Shepherds - Delivered a Sermon of Praise
· III.  THE HARDENED INNKEEPER – v.7
· (Delivered a Sermon of Rejection)
· There is no evil intent mentioned.

· However, how many people would turn a pregnant woman away into the night?

· Reveals a hard heart in the innkeeper!

· That Sermon of Rejection was a:
· A.  A Message Of Sadness – 

· No room for Jesus!

· Do you have room for Him in your life?

· Christian have you left your first love, the Lord Jesus Christ?

· Lay aside whatever is in the way of letting Him in and open the door of your heart to Him!
· My friend if you are here today and not saved Jesus promises in Rev. 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
· If you let Him in then He promises to save you from a sinner’s hell.

· That Sermon of Rejection was a:
· B.  A Message Of Sorrow – 

· No Jesus, No Hope, Know Jesus, Know Hope! 

· Without Jesus, there is no hope, no future and no life – 
· John 14:6, Jesus said, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

· That Sermon of Rejection was a:
· C.  A Message Of Separation – 

· The Innkeeper, warm and secure in his bed.  

· Jesus lying in a dirty, filthy manger.  

· The Innkeeper's rejection prevented him from knowing the joy of the shepherds.  

· It may have also kept him from knowing eternal life.  

· To be without Jesus it to be without life, and to be without Heaven!

· And someday reap eternal damnation in the Lake of Fire.

· Conclusion:  

· We have seen three Christmas Sermons that were preached the day Christ was born.

· THE HEAVENLY CHOIR Delivered a Sermon of Peace
· THE HUMBLE SHEPHERDS Delivered a Sermon of Praise
· THE HARDENED INNKEEPER Delivered a Sermon of Rejection
· As we think about these Christmas Sermons, we need to be sure that we receive the message of the angels like the shepherds did.  

· That we too come to know Jesus and go away praising Him and glorifying His Name.

· Which message is your life preaching this morning?  

· Like the Angels, are you living a life that points men to Jesus?  

· Or, are you like the shepherds, so filled up with His wonder and glory that life is fresh everyday because of Jesus?

· Or, would you have to admit that like the innkeeper, you simply have no room for Jesus in your life.  

· Which describes you best?
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