“The Cock That Crowed”

· Text:
Luke 22:31-34, 55-62

· Intro:

· Many sermons have been preached with regard to the events leading up to and including this portion of scripture.

· The reason being because of the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus.

· Many sermons have been preached regarding the betrayal of Judas and the denial of Christ by Simon Peter.

· However, there is message that I want us to see regarding “The Cock that crowed” in connection with the denial of Peter.

· It is interesting to note the great number of times throughout the scriptures that God uses animals to further His purpose.

· For example:
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· God used a taking donkey to rebuke Baalam.

· God used a tied up colt for the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.

· God used a whale to chasten one of His servant’s Jonah.

· There must be some lessons of importance in the story of this rooster in that all four of the gospel writers were inspired to mention him in their writings.

· May we observe some things about this unusual rooster.

· I.  HE DID WHAT HE COULD
· This rooster crowed.

· He did not try to do what could not do.

· All he could do was crow.

· He did not try to bark like a dog, sing like a canary, talk like a parrot, or bray like a donkey

· He simply CROWED LIKE A ROOSTER.
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· The spiritual lesson is simple.

· God has a particular work for all His children.

· He calls some to be apostles, prophets, evangelist, pastors, and teachers.

· See Ephesians 4:11-12.
· He expects His children to do what they can, to use their talents for the benefit of His church.

· The apostle Paul even went so far as to ask, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”

· It is not wise to ask the Lord this question unless you mean it.

· My friend are you doing what you can as a Christian?

· II.  HIS JOB WAS NOT CONSIDERED IMPORTANT BY THE WORLD
· His crowing was a common thing.

· Crowing was about the only thing people expected from a rooster.
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· His crowing, because it was a little thing, usually went unnoticed.
· You may think sometimes that what little you do goes unnoticed.
· However, remember if it is of God and for God, it is important and the Lord notices.
· His crowing probably seemed foolish.
· To the world our preaching is foolish.
· See I Cor. 1:17-18.

· So far as the world is concerned your singing, praying, worshipping, giving, witnessing, and Bible Study is not important.
· III.  HE WAS NOT ASHAMED

· He crowed before everybody.
· His crowing didn’t embarrass him.
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· The Apostle Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” ( Romans 1:16)
· The rooster would not be ashamed to crow in the presence of a king, or the rich, or the poor, the educated and the uneducated.
· This reminds us that all need the gospel.
· May we present the gospel to all regardless of their status in life.
· IV.  HE WAS FAITHFUL

· He crowed at the given time regardless.
· He crowed whether he felt like or not.
· He crowed in season and out of season.
· See II Timothy 4:2
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· The faithfulness of many Christians today depends upon their feelings, or the weather, and a thousand other things.
· V.  HIS JOB WAS NOT POPULAR

· He woke people up.
· His job was to crow loud and arouse all.
· Sometimes your job for God is not popular with the world.
· You job is to arouse people.
· Wake them up to a realization of sin and condemnation.
· You job involves arousing people to the realization of how bad they are and that is not popular.
· VI.  HE NEVER GOT DISCOURAGED

· His crowing was a lonely job.
· Often times in the Lord’s service the servant may become lonely and discouraged.
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· Elijah is an example – See 1 Kings 19:1-4.

· Paul seemed to be lonely on occasions.
· Notice the verses in 2 Timothy 4:10,14,16.

· But notice verse 17, “…the Lord stood with me”
· His crowing was not commended

· Let us not become discouraged, even if what we do is not commended by men.
· The Lord is the one who will commend us if we are deserving.
· Serve the Lord with gladness and faithfulness and hear the Lord say, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”
· VII.  HE DID HIS JOB WELL AND GOD GAVE THE RESULTS.

· The rooster did the best he could.

· He crowed at the right time.
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· Simon Peter, the backslidden Christian, heard him.
· What a scene this must have been.
· Just as the rooster crowed, Jesus turned and looked at Peter as if to say, “I told you so Peter.”

· The crowing of the rooster reminded Peter of what Christ had said and he remembered, he was convicted.
· He went out and wept bitterly.
· What will it take to make us wake up and weep over our sins?
· What will it take to cause sinners to be saved?
· Conclusion:
· Do your job well and God will giver the results, the blessings, the convictions, the conversions.
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