J. William Kanoy was born on November 26, 1928, in Jamestown, North Carolina. He was converted while a teenager on June 3, 1945, and called into the ministry one year later. Our subject took his undergraduate work at Piedmont Bible College in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and in time he earned three additional degrees. Later in life he was granted an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree as well.
Pastor Kanoy established the Bible Baptist Church in Greensboro, North Carolina, with twelve charter members in 1967. On Mothers Day of 1969 the church moved into its new facilities and changed its name to Church Street Baptist Church. There the congregation experienced blessed times of renewing and growth as God’s presence was manifested. Church Street Baptist Church became the home of Greensboro Bible Institute, a four-year institute organized to train pastors, teachers, and Christian laymen. Primarily the Institute was founded to serve the black community. In time the institute became known as Greensboro Bible College, and the first class was graduated in April of 1972.
Pastor Kanoy was active in revival work and conducted many revivals throughout his lifetime. He was a favorite speaker at the ever-popular camp meetings in the Carolina’s. During such times, if a particular song blessed him, he would take the music home for his church choir to learn. He loved the Church Street Baptist choir and he showed great emotion as he was blessed of the Lord when they sang. Among the twenty-five books he authored, one finds both commentaries on various Bible books, sermon outline booklets, and volumes dealing with various Bible subjects.

Dr. Kanoy was promoted to Glory on May 18, 1995.
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